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proxy, married the princess, who became hence-
forth the Infanta; there was a huge succession of
parties at Versailles and Paris, and nothing -was
spared to enhance the brilliance. Banquets, illu-
minations, balls, concerts, water carnivals on the
Seine, were a show of beauty and magnificence,
and the City of Paris spent more than sixty
thousand pounds on them.

The time for her departure drew near; the little
Infanta spent half an hour in private with the
queen, and mother and daughter lamented a final
separation; they would never again be able to see
one another and show their mutual love; and many
tears were shed on both sides. Then leaving the
queen, the princess went to Louis XV; he turned
quite pale and could not restrain his emotion,
embracing her fondly and quite unable to control
his grief.

Marie-Louise-Elizabeth and her sister Anne-
Henriette adored one another, and sadly expressed
their common grief, repeating: "It's for ever!"
And when the Infanta entered her carriage the
Dauphin burst into tears, while the king and four
ladies took their places at the princess's side.

It was a gloomy trip from Versailles to Plessis-
Piquet; still, Louis XV overcame the sadness of
his thoughts and spoke to his daughter of the
duties that awaited her in Spain; he made the best
use of these last moments in instructing and
warning her; and he behaved with such kindness
and feeling that witnesses could barely restrain
their emotion.
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